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MEETING 
11 Feb 2012 @ 1400 

American Legion  
Hall  

417 Orchard Ave.  
Arroyo Grande, CA  

FEBRUARY  2012 

Base Commander/Storekeeper: 

Matthew ñPeteò Gallagher III 

pete_gallagher@att.net 

 

Base Secretary/Chaplain/POC: 

Howard ñYEOò Pommerening 

Chief.yeo@comcast.net 

 

COB: 

Richard B. Hillery 

rhillery@aol.com 

 

Past Base Commander: 

Robert ñBobò Baker 

subvetsslo@yahoo.com 

Base Vice CommanderðInterim: 

Dan Mann 

dandjmann@charter.net 

 

Base Treasurer: 

Richard Pescatore 

slopescatore@yahoo.com 

 

Membership Chair 

Mike Mintey 

mike.mintey@charter.net 

 

Base Webmaster 

Tim Churney 

air2glass@yahoo.com 

BASE OFFICERS 

S T A T E M E N T  O F  P U R P O S E / C R E E D 

To perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the pursuit of their 
duties while serving their country.  That their dedication, deeds and supreme sacrifice be 
a constant source of motivation toward greater accomplishments.  Pledge loyalty and pa-
triotism to the United States of America and its Constitution.  In addition to perpetuating 
the memory of departed shipmates, we shall provide a way for all Submariners to gather 
for the mutual benefit and enjoyment.  Our common heritage as Submariners shall be 
strengthened by camaraderie.  We support a strong U.S. Submarine Force. 
 
The organization will engage in various projects and deeds that will bring about the per-
petual remembrance of those shipmates who have given the supreme sacrifice.  The or-
ganization will also endeavor to educate all their parties it comes in contact with about 
the services our submarine brothers performed and how their sacrifices made possible 
the freedom and lifestyle we enjoy today. 
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SLO SUBVETS BASE  
2012 MEETING DATES  

 
January 14, 2012  

February 11, 2012  

March 10, 2012  

April 14, 2012  

May 12, 2012 

June 9, 2012  

July 14, 2012  

August 11, 2012 

September 8, 2012  

October 13, 2012  

November 10, 2012  

December 8, 2012  

 

SEE YOU AT OUR MEETING 

MEETING 
11 Feb 2012 @ 1400 

American Legion  
Hall  

417 Orchard Ave.  
Arroyo Grande, CA  

 
SLO SUBVETSð 
 

If you watch TV at all you are aware we 
are in an election year.  Well, our Sub 
Vets Base is no exception.  This upcom-
ing meeting we will have our own elec-
tion of Base officers.  These elections 
are important as we look forward to the 
next several years and develop a plan 
for the direction and activities in which 
we want to engage.  
 
Please take a moment to think about 
what you may want to do, or not do, in 
the future.  All your thoughts and sug-
gestions are appreciated. 
 
I have recently been made aware of 
some planning which is occurring in the 
Bay area to attempt to bring the 2014 
USSVI National Convention to San Fran-
cisco.  This is interesting and, as might 
be expected, controversial.  It will be 
interesting to follow these plans as they 
progress. 
 
If you have any thoughts for the meet-
ing meal, please e-mail me with your 
suggestions or else you will have to suf-
fer with the beans and franks.  
 

As Always,  
 
Brothers of the ñphinò 
 
Pete  
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MINUTES OF THE  

SLO SUB VETS BASE 

Central Coast of California 

Saturday, January 14, 2011 
 

 
The meeting was called to order at approximately 1400 hours by Commander Pete Gallagher. 

 

Call for Moment of Silent Prayer to honor our shipmates on eternal patrol. 

 

Invocation by Howard Pommerening, Chaplain. 

 

Conducted the Pledge of Allegiance. 

 

A reading of all boats lost during the month of January was made by Chaplain Howard Pommerening, along 

with the ñTolling of The Bellò to honor all our shipmates on ñEternal Patrolò and to perpetuate their memories 

in our lives.  

 

Commander Gallagher asked all members present to introduce themselves, citing boat qualified on as well as 

those served on.  

 

Commander Gallagher called for a motion to approve the minutes from the December meeting as published in 

the January newsletter. Howard Pommerening introduced a correction to the December meeting minutes that 

was presented by Ted Henson. The correction was to the following statement: 

 

Ted Henson spoke about the Give a Veteran a ride program he is trying to institute 

between SLO County and Santa Barbara County VA Clinic for veterans in need of 

rides. The Ride-On program that was supposed to be in place is not operating! 

 

That statement is corrected as follows: 

 

The Ride-On is in operation now and has been for some time. Difference being, that 

Ride-On charges Disabled American Veterans $6 for each trip. The VA program I 

(Ted Henson) am trying to get going is the VA DAV Transportation program which 

transports ONLY Disabled American Veterans to their medical appointments 

ONLY, and at NO COST. Ride-On provides their services to elderly and veterans 

(not disabled) too, for the same cost. 

 

A motion was made by Dan Mann, seconded by Bob Baker, and passed to accept the December Minutes as 

corrected. 

 

Commander Gallagher called for a motion to approve the Treasurerôs Report for December as published in the 

January newsletter. A motion was made by Dan Mann, seconded by Mike Mintey, and passed to accept the 

December Treasurerôs Report as published. 
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Howard Pommerening gave a brief update on the passing of Jack Schneider on December 28th. Memorial Ser-

vices will be announced when received. Howard read a handwritten obituary that was received by the VFW. 

 

OLD BUSINESS: 

 

Pete spoke to the need for a suitable Memorial Certificate for the families of members who proceed on Eternal 

Patrol. Howard also spoke to the need for ñNext-of-Kinò information of family members other than spouse 

that can be on file with the Base ï this information would not be incorporated into the Base Roster but would 

be on file in each members personal folder. 

 

Pete spoke to the Nomination of officers for the position of Vice-Commander, Secretary, and Treasurer. 

 

Howard stated that the ñcall for nominationsò will stay open through January with an election to be held at the 

February meeting. In the event there are no other nominations, then it will be a ñwhite ballotò and there will be 

no elections ï the incumbents will continue for a period of two more years in their current positions. 

 

Dan Mann reiterated that he is willing to fill the position of Vice-Commander ï however, if there is anyone 

who is willing to step up and take that position he will be more than willing to step-down. 

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

Pete spoke to upcoming events for the year 2012. Last year we did the Elks Parade, the Cayucos 4th of July 

Parade, and the San Luis Obispo Veterans Day Celebration.  

 

Dan Mann contacted the Base Commander at Camp San Luis and asked about getting MRE samples to get a 

ñflavorò of what our troops are partaking of for meals while in the field. He stated that was an excellent idea 

and he could probably get enough for us at some point in the future to at least get a sample of what they are 

eating.  

 

Pete read a letter from a VA official in SLO regarding VA orientation efforts for individuals of various veter-

ans organizations to indoctrinate them in what programs are available to our local veterans. Pete will post that 

letter in this months Newsletter and requests any members who belong to other local veterans organizations 

take the contents to them for possible implementation. 

 

Jeannie, Dan Mannôs wife, has collected a number of submarine memorabilia that is looking for a good home. 

Dan stated that he has a carpenter who will build us a cabinet to our specs to hold our memorabilia if we find a 

place to display it. 

 

Although it is Old Business, it is so old that we will treat it as New Business ï and that is the issue of Longev-

ity Pins. Early last year a motion was passed to purchase initial longevity patches and pins for members of the 

Base. However, USSVI Storekeeper issues at that time precluded us from following through on that purchase. 

The new Storekeeper at USSVI now has these pins in stock and we can now bring  up the issue as to whether 

we wish to follow through, modify, or shelf the purchase. After discussion, it was decided that we would pur-

chase initial pins for 5 year or more eligible individuals. A motion was made by Rich Pescatore and Seconded 

by Dan Mann to modify last yearôs original motion to so reflect. 
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Pete spoke about the 25 year qualified in submarines ñRickoverò award. Most diesel boat members pre-

sent felt that the ñRickoverò award was more for those members who qualified in Nuc Boats rather than 

Diesel Boats. Pete felt that we could take a look at it in the future and if members were willing, we could 

entertain a motion to purchase the 25 year qualified ñRickoverò patches for members. 

 

 

Pete read a letter from a member of USSVI which is encapsulated in USSVI Official Business: SubVet 

New - #2011-115 from Mike Bircumshaw, National Commander as follows: 

 

Victoria Sallade, Granddaughter of Charles Wiggins FTGI(SS), is organizing a dinner for the former crew 

and families of those who served aboard the USS Thresher SSN-593 to be held on the 14th of April 2012 

at 4:00pm in Portsmouth, NH.  She is looking for contact information on surviving family members of the 

Crew and Officers of Thresher.  If you have any information or would care to know more about the pro-

gram and current status please contact Victoria at 609-519-1707 or bobjs36@aol.com. 

 
Members of Ted Hensonôs United Methodist Church are writing letters to returning veterans thanking 

them for their service. If anyone knows of returning servicemen, please contact Ted with their names and 

addresses. The church members are also writing letters to members of the USS LOUISIANA crew.  

 

 

A discussion followed regarding returning veterans and what organizations are doing to welcome them 

home. I was unable however to transcribe that discussions contents due to the garbled conditions inherent 

in the Hall. 

 

Howard spoke about Tim VeArds request for contributions to maintain the ongoing upkeep needs of the 

USSVI database, which is currently being funded primarily by himself and his family. Dan Mann made a 

motion, seconded by David Dixon, and passed, that we send an annual contribution to Tim in the amount 

of $25.00 for maintenance and upkeep of the USSVI database. 

 

 

GOOD OF THE ORDER 

 

Richard Hillery told a sea story. 

 

50/50 drawing ï David Dixon won the 50/50 in the amount of $32.00. He donated his winnings back to 

the Base for a total of $65.00 in the 50/50. Thanks David. 

 

Benediction by Chaplain Howard Pommerening. 

 

Pete Gallagher adjourned the meeting at approximately 1515.  

mailto:bobjs36@aol.com
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MEMORIAL HONORS FOR JACK SCHNEIDER 
 

There is a Memorial Service for Jack to be held in the Hall at the VFW Post 
2621 τ 200  East Battles, Santa Maria, at 10:00 a.m. on this coming Fridayτ
February 3rd.  Jack was a Charter Member and Plankowner of SLO SubVets.  
He retired in 1977 as an ETCS(SS) after serving 26 yearsτ11 of those years 
aboard submarinesτGrampus (SS523) 59-60; Requin (SS481)τQual Boat τ 
60-61; Sea Leopard (SS483) 61-62; Catfish (SS339) 66-69; and Sea Wolf 
(SSN575) 75-77. 
 
It would be fitting of us, as fellow Submariners, to have as many members of 
{[h {ǳō±Ŝǘǎ ŀǎ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ WŀŎƪΩǎ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭΦ  !ǎ ǎǘŀǘŜŘΣ ǘƘŜ aŜƳƻǊƛŀƭ ǿƛƭƭ 
be held at 10:00 a.m.  Attendees should be there at approximately 9:30 a.m.  
After the Memorial Services by members of the VFW, the SLO SubVets will 
ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ŀ ŦǊŀƳŜŘ ŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŎŀǘŜ ƻŦ WŀŎƪΩǎ IƻƭƭŀƴŘ /ƭǳō aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ [ŜǘǘŜǊ ƻŦ 
Induction into the Holland Club to his nephew, Mark Schneider.  Mark and his 
familyτwife, son, mother, older sister, younger sister and her husbandτwill 
be in attendance.  There will be a potluck luncheon after the Memorial.  
Plenty of food is being offered, but if you wish to bring something please do 
so.  
 
The VFW will: 
 
Post Colors 
Have a Eulogy 
Fold and Present Colors to the Family 
Hold a 3 Volley Honors 
Hold Taps 
 
Directions from out of area:  Exit 101 at Betteravia.  Travel West on Betteravia 
to Broadway (135).  Turn right (North) and proceed to Battles Road.  Turn right 
(East) approx. one block and enter into the VFW parking lot on your right. 
 

       Howard Pommerening 
       SLO SubVets Secretary 



 7 

JACK EDWARD SCHNEIDER  

Born September 17, 1933 in Colorado Springs, Colo-
rado, to James D. and Helen M. Schneider.  Jackôs 
father died in April 1933 before Jack was born.  Jack 
went to grade school in Denver, Colorado.  His family 
moved to California in 1947 but Jack stayed in Colo-
rado living with a sister and her family so he could at-
tend high school there.  He graduated from Colorado 
Springs High in 1951. 
 
Upon receiving his diploma he entered the Marine 
Corps attaining the rank of Sergeant.  After his enlist-
ment was up he then entered civilian life and pursued 
several professions from herding burros in Nevada to 
painting water towers in the Eastern U.S.  After a year 
of this he joined the U.S. Navy and traveled the world 
retiring in 1980 at the rank of Master Chief Petty Offi-
cer, spending his whole career in Submarines.  Prior 
to his retirement he met and married Alta whom he al-
ways called ñMidgeò.  After his retirement from the 
Navy he worked for 15 years on offshore oil rigs and 
retired once more.  After that Jack and Midge enjoyed 
playing golf and traveling until Midge passed away in 
July, 2007. 

Jack was a considerate and unselfish man and was a friend to all who came to know him. 
 
He is survived by one brother, Joe, of Montana and several nieces and nephews.  He was pre-
ceded in death by his mother and father, one brother, two sisters and his wife, Midge.  Jack 
was a member of Post 56 American Legion, Post 2521 VFW, and Elks 1538.  He was very 
proud to be a submariner. 
 
He was an asset to his country and his community and will be missed by all.  A commemoration 
of his life will be held at the VFW Hall, 200 East Battles Road, across from the post office, on 
February 3, 2012, at 10:00 a.m. 
 
 
 

Original obituary published in Santa Maria Times on January 29, 2012.   
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        ========================================================= 
NEWS-01: 3rd Call for Nominations for 2012 National and Region Election 
Submitted by: Pat Householder on 1/7/2012 
--------------------------------------------------------- 
NOTE TO BASE POC:  Please give this the widest possible distribution to your base 
members and to the editor of your Base Newsletter to publish in your next newsletter. 
--------- 
In accordance with the requirement of our Constitution & Bylaws, this is a call for 2012 
National Election nominations for the following offices. 
 
National Commander, National Senior Vice Commander, National Junior Vice Com-
mander, National Secretary, National Treasurer, NE Region Director, SE Region Direc-
tor, Central Region Director, Western Region Director. 
 
The nominations for the Region Director positions are included for convenience in this 
procedure. 
 
Any member in good standing may nominate any other member in good standing for 
any elected National Office, provided that the Nominee's qualification for National Office 
shall be in accordance with Constitution Article XI Section 1 paragraph (b) and the nomi-
nation is accompanied by a letter from the Nominee indicating his willingness to accept 
the nomination and willingness to serve if elected. 
 
The prerequisite for National Office is that a Nominee must be a Regular Member in 
good standing a minimum of thirty consecutive months. 
 
a.  Nominees for Senior and Junior Vice-Commander must have completed at least two 
years as a Member of the Board of Directors. (This includes all District Commanders, 
past and present, who have met the two years in office requirement.) 
b.  Nominees for National Commander must have completed at least two years as a vot-
ing member of the Board of Directors by the time they take office as National Com-
mander (NC).  (This includes all National Officers and the District Commander of the 
Year, past and present, who have met the two years as a voting member of the board 
requirement.) 
 
The term of office for all National officers will be two years or until a successor is 
elected. 
 
Your nomination must be received by Patrick Householder, Nomination Committee 
Chair on or by April 30th 2012 by email at householderp@comcast.net or by mail at 
25003 SE 146th St, Issaquah WA 98027.  

mailto:householderp@comcast.net
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  
December 29, 2011   

 

Rules Liberalized for Veterans with Undiagnosed Illnesses 

Application Window Extended for Five Years  

WASHINGTON ï Veterans of the Persian Gulf War with undiagnosed illnesses have 

an additional five years to qualify for benefits from the Department of Veterans Affairs. 

ñNot all the wounds of war are fully understood,ò said Secretary of Veterans Affairs 

Eric K. Shinseki. ñWhen there is uncertainty about the connection between a medical prob-

lem and military service, Veterans are entitled to the benefit of the doubt.ò 

A recent change in VA regulations affects Veterans of the conflict in Southwest Asia.  

Many have attributed a range of undiagnosed or poorly understood medical problems to their 

military services.  Chemical weapons, environmental hazards and vaccinations are among 

the possible causes. 

At issue is the eligibility of Veterans to claim VA disability compensation based 

upon those undiagnosed illnesses, and the ability of survivors to qualify for VAôs Depend-

ency and Indemnity Compensation. 

Under long-standing VA rules, any undiagnosed illnesses used to establish eligibility 

for VA benefits must become apparent by Dec. 31, 2011.  The new change pushes the date 

back to Dec. 31, 2016. 

Veterans or survivors who believe they qualify for these benefits should contact VA 

at 1-800-827-1000. 

Further information about undiagnosed illnesses is available online at www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/

gulfwar  and www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/oefoif/index.asp 

http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/gulfwar
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/gulfwar
http://www.publichealth.va.gov/exposures/oefoif/index.asp
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AGENDAðFebruary 11, 20112 

General Membership Meeting 
 

 
Call to Order @ 1400 hours  
¶ Prayer of Invocation by Chaplain  
¶ Pledge of Allegiance by Commander  
¶ Tolling of Lost Boats by Chief of the Boat  
¶ Moment of Silence for our Shipmates on Eternal Patrol  

 
Introduction of Base Members  
¶ Name of Qualifying Boat and Year Qualified  
 

Introduction of Base Guests by Chief of the Boat  
 
Motion to approve the Minutes for  January as published in the newsletter  
 
Motion to approve the Treasurerõs Report for January as published in the newsletter 
 

Old Business:  
 

New Business:  
 
 

50/50 Drawing  
 
Good of the Order >>>>>Sea Stories  
 
Benediction  
 
Adjournment  
 

**PLEASE NOTE**  
 

The Agenda will be available at the SLO Subvets monthly meeting of  
Saturday, February 11, 2012.  
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SLO SUBVETS BASEðCALL FOR NOMINATIONS  

 
SHIPMATES:  
 
I am behind the 8-ball on Base Officer nominations for the 2012 Base elections.  The Call for 
Nominations should have been put out a couple of months ago with an election being held at 
our upcoming January 14th meeting. 
 
Due to the small size of our base we found that it was not necessary to appoint a ñNominating 
Committee.ò 
 
To be fair to all, we will hold our nominations between now and February and hold the Base 
Elections in February. 
 
NOTE:  If there are no new candidates nominated for office, and the current incumbents 
agree to maintain their positions, it will be what is known as a ñWhite Ballotò and there will be 
no need to hold an election. 
 
To be fair to ñAll Handsò however, we will, as stated above, hold nominations now and look at 
February 11th as our official voting day. 
 
Note also that the position of Commander will not be up for vote until January 2013.  Two 
year incumbency for Vice-Commander, Secretary and Treasurer; three year incumbency for 
Commander. 
 
SO ððð 
 
This will serve as a ñNotice of Callò for the Base Officer positions of Vice-Commander, Secre-
tary and Treasurer for the February 11, 2012 Base Officer elections. 
 
In accordance with Article XI, Section 1, Subsection C., All Officers may succeed themselves 
in office. 
 
The periodicity of the forthcoming elections will be in accordance with Subsections D. (2-year 
term for Vice-Commander, Secretary, Treasurer), and Subsection C. (3-year term for Base 
Commander). 
 
ALL NOMINATIONS, REQUESTS FOR CONTINUANCE OF INCUMBENCY, AND PER-
SONAL REQUESTS FOR NOMINATION TO A BASE OFFICER POSITION MAY BE SUB-
MITTED VIA E-MAIL TO ME AT (chief.yeo@comcast.net) OR IN PERSON AT THE JANU-
ARY 14TH MEETING. 
 
Those nominations submitted to me via e-mail between now and January 14th will be an-
nounced at the meeting. 
      Howard D. Pommerening  
      Secretary, SLO SubVets  
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SLO SUBVETS 

 
TREASURERôS REPORT 

 
JANUARY   2012  

 
Date 

 
Description  

 
Memorandum  

Amount  

1/1/2012 OPENING BALANCE   1,312.91 

1/14/2012 SLO SUB VETS BASE Donations for F&B 64.00 

1/14/2012 SLO SUB VETS BASE Base Dues 80.00 

1/14/2012 SLO SUB VETS BASE Dues collected for National 40.00 

1/14/2012 SLO SUB VETS BASE Base portion of 50/50 33.00 

1/14/2012 SLO SUB VETS BASE Donation of 50/50 Winnings by David 

Dixon 

32.00 

1/14/2012 Pete Gallagher Reimbursement for F&B -71.34 

1/14/2012 Richard Hillery Reimbursement for postage, USS Louisiana -130.05 

1/14/2012 VCR Inc Donation for USSVI Website -25.00 

1/16/2012 Venee' Hendricks Sea Cadets -50.00 

1/23/2012 USSVI Dues to National -40.00 

1/27/2012 Total Inflows   249.00 

1/27/2012 Total Outflows   -316.39 

1/27/2012 Net Change   -67.39 

1/27/2012 Ending Balance  1,245.52 
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George Washington  
Born:  2/22/1732  
Birthplace:  Westmoreland County, VA  

 

Fun Facts  
 

¶ No formal education  
¶ The only president elected unanimously; he received 

69 electoral votes  
¶ At his inauguration, Washington had only one tooth  
¶ At various times he wore dentures made of human 

teeth, animal teeth, ivory or even lead ñnever wood  
¶ In addition to the nationõs capital and the state, 31 

counties and 17 towns are named in his honor  
¶ He stood 6 feet and 2 inches tall, weighed 200 

pounds and wore size 13 shoes  
¶ He is the only president who didnõt live in Washing-

ton, D.C. during his presidency  
¶ During his presidency the Judiciary Act of 1789 es-

tablished the federal court system, the Bank Act of 
1791 established a nationwide banking system and 
the Bill of Rights became law on December 15, 1791.  

 

He died at Mount Vernon on December 14, 1799.  
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Abraham Lincoln  
Born:  2/12/1809  
Birthplace:  Larue County, KY  

 

Fun Facts  
 

¶ No formal education  
¶ On April 12, 1861 Confederate forces attacked Fort 

Sumter in Charleston, South Carolina, setting off 
the Civil War  

¶ He formally issued the Emancipation Proclamation 
on January 1, 1863  

¶ He delivered the Gettysburg Address on November 
19, 1863  

¶ On April 9, 1865, Generals Robert E. Lee and Ulysses 
S. Grant signed term of Confederate surrender at Ap-
pomattox, Virginia  

¶ On April 14, 1865, Lincoln went to Fordõs Theater to 
watch òOur American Cousinó and was shot by actor 
John Wilkes Booth; he died the next morning at Pe-
tersenõs Boarding House 

¶ Lincoln was the first president to die by assassina-
tion  

¶ He was the tallest president at 6 feet and 4 inches  
¶ He was the first president to wear a beard  
¶ His son Robert Todd Lincoln was in Washington, 

D.C. when Lincoln was killed, was on the scene when 
President Garfield was shot in 1881 and on the 
scene when President McKinley was assassinated in 
1901  

¶ A poll of historians named Lincoln the nationõs 
greatest president; Washington was second.  

 

He died April 15, 1865.  
 
(Excerpts from www.littleknownfactsshow.com)  
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Dates in American Na-

val History: February  

February 1 
1942 - USS Enterprise and Yorktown 

make first WW II air strike, Japanese 

Marshall Islands 

1955 - Operation Deep Freeze, a research 

task force, established in Antarctic 

 

February 2 
1862 - USS Hartford, departs Hampton 

Roads for Mississippi River campaign 

 

February 3 
1917 - US severs diplomatic relations 

with Germany 

 

February 4 
1779 - John Paul Jones takes command of 

Bonhomme Richard 

1959 - Keel laying of USS Enterprise, 

first nuclear powered aircraft carrier. 

 

February 5 
1971 - Moonwalk by CAPT Alan B. 

Shepherd, Jr. USN, Commander of 

Apollo 14 and CDR Edgar D. Mitchell, 

USN Lunar Module Pilot. Shepard be-

came the first person to hit a golf ball on 

the moon.  

 

February 6 
1973 - In accordance with the agreement 

at the Paris Peace Talks, Navy Task Force 

78 begins Operation End Sweep, the mine 

clearance of North Vietnamese waters of 

mines laid in 1972. 

 

February 7 
1965 - In response to a Viet Cong attack 

on barracks area at Pleiku, South Viet-

nam, aircraft from carriers, USS Coral 

Sea, USS Hancock, and USS Ranger at-

tack North Vietnamese area near Dong-

hoi. 

 

February 8 
1862 - Joint amphibious force capture 

Roanoke Island, key to Albemarle Sound 

 

February 9 
1943 - Organized Japanese resistance on 

Guadalcanal ends 

 

February 10 
1960 - USS Sargo (SSN-583) surfaces at 

North Pole 

 

\February 11 
1971 - U.S. and USSR sign a treaty pro-

hibiting the deployment of nuclear weap-

ons on the ocean floor. 

 

February 12 
1945 - USS Batfish (SS-310) sinks sec-

ond Japanese submarine within three days 

1947 - First launching of guided missile 

(Loon) from a submarine, USS Cusk 

 

February 13 
1945 - First naval units enter Manila Bay 

since 1942 

1968 - Operation Coronado XI begins in 

Mekong Delta 

 

February 14 
1813 - Essex becomes first U.S. warship 

to round Cape Horn and enter the Pacific  

 

February 15 
1898 - U.S. battleship Maine blows up in 

Havana Harbor. 

 

February 16 
1967 - Operation River Raider begins in 

Mekong Delta 

 

February 17 
1864 - Confederate submarine H.L. 

Hunley sinks USS Housatonic  

 

February 18 
1955 - 1st of 14 detonations, Operation 

Teapot nuclear test 

 

February 19 
1945 - Marines with naval gunfire sup-

port land on Iwo Jima; island secured 16 

March. 

 

February 20 
1962 ï Lt. Col. John Glenn, USMC be-

comes first American to orbit Earth. His 

flight in Friendship 7 (Mercury 6) con-

sisted of 3 orbits in 88 minutes at a veloc-

ity of 17,544 mph with the highest alti-

tude of 162.2 statute miles. Recovery was 

by USS Noa (DD-841). 

 

February 21 
1944 - Marines with support of naval 

bombardment and carrier aircraft secure 

Eniwetok atoll 

1945 - USS Bismark Sea (CVE-95) struck 

by a kamikaze off Iwo Jima and sunk in 

90 minutes with loss of 318 men. 

USS Saratoga (CV-3) struck by 5 kami-

kazes but survived with loss of 123. Bis-

mark Sea was last carrier lost in combat 

during World War II. 

 

February 22 
1943 - USS Iowa (BB-61), the lead ship 

of the last class of American fast battle-

ships, is commissioned. 

1974 - LTJG Barbara Ann Allen becomes 

first Navy designated female aviator 

 

February 23 
1944 - Carrier groups under Spruance 

attack Saipan, Tinian and Rota in the 

Marianas 

1945 - Marines and a Navy hospital 

corpsman raise flag on Mt. Suribachi, Iwo 

Jima 

 

February 24 
1968 - Task Force Clearwater established 

in I Corps 

 

February 25 
1933 - Commissioning of USS Ranger, 

first true aircraft carrier 

1959 - USS Galveston fires first Talos 

surface-to-air missile 

 

February 26 
1811 - Congress authorizes first naval 

hospital 

1913 - Approval of experimental wind 

tunnel for Navy 

1944 - Sue Sophia Dauser, Superinten-

dent of the Navy's Nurse Corps is first 

woman in Navy to receive rank of Cap-

tain. 

 

February 27 
1942 - Battle of the Java Sea, Allied Na-

val Force attacks Japanese invasion con-

voy 

1973 - First airborne mine sweep in a live 

minefield took place in the Haiphong, 

Vietnam ship channel by helicopters from 

Helicopter Mine Countermeasures Squad-

ron Twelve on board USS New Orleans. 

 

February 28 
1980 - Blue crew of USS Francis Scott 

Key (SSBN-657) launches 4 Trident I (C-

4) missiles in first C-4 Operational Test. 

 

February 29 
1944 - PB4Y-1s from squadrons VB-108, 

VB-109, and VD-3, conduct a low-level 

bombing raid on Japanese positions on 

Wake Island. 

1968 - Four North Vietnamese trawlers 

attempting to simultaneously infiltrate 

supplies into South Vietnam were de-

tected. Three of the trawlers were sunk in 

battle on the following day and one sur-

vived by turning back. 

http://www.history.navy.mil/faqs/faq71-1.htm
http://www.history.navy.mil/faqs/faq71-1.htm
http://www.history.navy.mil/branches/org12-3.htm
http://www.history.navy.mil/branches/org12-3.htm
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ñTo perpetuate the memory of our shipmates who gave their lives in the 

pursuit of duties while serving their country.  That their dedication, 

deeds and supreme sacrifice be a constant source of motivation toward 

greater accomplishments.  

ñThe Bell Tollsò 

U.S. Navy Submarine Losses  
During the Month of February  

USS Barbel (SS -316) Lost on Feb 4,1945 with the loss of 81 officers and men on her 3rd 
war patrol. Based on Japanese records, she was bombed near the southern entrance to the 
Palawan Passage. The day before, she reported she survived 3 depth charge attacks. 
 
USS Shark I (SS -174) Lost on Feb 11,1942 with the loss of 59 officers and men on her 1st 

war patrol. Shark was the 1st US submarine sunk by enemy surface craft in the Pacific. She 
was most likely sunk by depth charges. 
 
USS Amberjack (SS -219) Lost on Feb 16,1943 with the loss of 72 officers and men on her 
3rd war patrol. Off Rabaul, she was attacked by a Japanese patrol plane, attacked by a tor-
pedo boat and then depth charged by a subchaser. 
 
USS Grayback (SS -208) Lost on Feb 27,1944 with the loss of 80 officers and men on her 
10th war patrol. She appears to have been caught on the surface in the East China Sea by a 
Japanese carrier plane whose bombs made a direct hit. During this patrol she sank 4 ships 
totaling 21,594 tons and was tied for 11th in the number of ships sunk. 
 
USS Trout (SS -202) Lost on Feb 29,1944 with the loss of 79 officers and men on her 11th 
war patrol. She was sunk by escorts in the middle of the Philippines Basin after sinking a 
passenger-cargoman and damaging another in a convoy. She carried out several notable 
special missions, including carrying over two tons of gold bullion out of Corregidor in  Febr 

     ary, 1942. 
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                                                     SLO SUB VETS  
 

USS Abraham Lincoln (SSBN602) ï Rocky Rockers,  59-62 CG2 HC DM 

USS Amberjack (SS522) ï Pappy Poulsen, 65-66 

USS Argonaut (SS475) ï Francis Maciel, 48-49 HC 

USS Baya (AGSS318) ï Bob Baker, 65-65 

           Robert Christenson, 68-69 HC 

           Art Winans. 60-63 Q-HC 

USS Blackfin (SS322) ï Jack Engelbrecht, 57-58 Q-HC 

USS Blueback (SS581) ï Ted Henson, 69-70 

USS Bream (SSK243) ï Smokey OôConnor, 53-54 HC 

USS Bugara (SS331)  - James Perry 67-68 A 

USS Carbanero (SS337) ï Ted Henson, 67-69 Q 

             Mike Turkington, 51-52 Q-HC 

USS Catfish (SS339) ï Mike Bircumshaw, 62-62 HC DM 

       Jack Schneider, 66-69 HC 

         Leonard Stefanelli, 54-55 Q-HC DM 

USS Charr (SS328) ï Robert Christenson, 66-67 HC 

USS Chopper (SS342) ï John Greenville, 57-60 HC 

           Dan Mann, 57-59 Q-HC 

USS Clamagore (SS343) ï Bruce Melton, 71-72 

USS Croaker (SS246) ï Rocky Rockers, 59-59 HC DM 

USS Finback (SSN670) ï David Dixon, 72-75 Q 

USS Flasher (SSN613) ï Pappy Poulsen, 74-76 

USS George Bancroft (SSBN643) ï Howard Pommerening, 64-67 CB2 

USS George C. Marshall (SSBN654)  ï Bruce Melton, 69-71 G4  

USS Grampus (SS523) ï Jack Schneider, 59-60 HC 

USS Grayling (SSN646) ï Mike Bircumshaw, 67-67 HC DM 

USS Gudgeon (SS567) ï Ron Way, 58-59 Q-HC 

USS Guitarro (SSN665) ï Bob Baker. 70-74 C 

USS Hardhead (SS365) ï Hank Wiley, 67-69 

            Roger Dick, 60-63 Q-HC 

USS Hoe (SS258) ï Don Calver. 46-46 D 

USS James Monroe (SSBN622) ï Tim Churney, 73-76 B5 

USS John Adams (SSBN620) ï Mike Bircumshaw, 67-70 B&G4 HC DM 

USS John C. Calhoun (SSBN630) ï John Burton, 72-76/79 QB8 DM 

USS John Marshall (SSBN611) ï Pete Gallagher, 69-72 B6 

USS Lafayette (SSBN616) ï Pappy Poulsen, 66-67 B2 

USS Mariano G. Vallejo (SSBN658) ï George Petershagen,  65-69 CG4 DM  

USS Menhaden (SS377) ï Smokey OôConnor, 57-65 HC 

USS Mingo (SS261) ï Smokey OôConnor, 51-53 Q-HC 

USS Nathan Hale (SSBN623) ï Art Winans, 63-64 G1 HC 

USS Nathaniel Green (SSBN636) ï George Shepard, 67-70 QB6 

USS Pampanito (SS383) ï Spencer Stimler, 44-46 Q-HC 

USS Parche (SSN683) ï Pappy Poulsen, 79-83 

USS Patrick Henry (SSBN599) ï Jack Engelbrecht, 59-62 CG3 HC 

USS Perch (SS313) ï Richard Pescatore, 65-66 Q 

USS Picuda (SS382) ï Mike Mintey, 69-70 Q 

USS Pittsburgh (SSN720) ï Michael Stevens, 03-07 Q 

USS Piper (SS409) ï Hank Wiley, 66-67 QD 

USS Plunger (SSN595) ï Pappy Poulsen, 70-74 

USS Pomfret (SS391) ï Pappy Poulsen, 62-63 Q 

           Art Winans, 60-60 HC 

USS Queenfish (SS393)  ï  Bob Gregg, 58-62 Q HC 

              Leonard Stefanelli, 53-53 DM 

USS Quillback (SS424) ï Craig Adney, 71-72 Q 

USS Rasher (SSR269) ï Richard Hillery, 56-59 Q-HC 

USS Raton (AGSS270) ï Bob Baker. 65-67 Q 

USS Razorback (SS394) ï Bob Baker, 69-70 D   

                             Smokey OôConnor, 67-70 D HC  

 

 

 

 

          Boats served on  
 

USS Remora (SS487) ï George Petershagen, 63-64 Q DM 

USS Requin (SS481) ï Jack Schneider, 60-61 Q-HC 

USS Robert E. Lee (SSBN601) ï Bob Baker, 76-77 G1 

         Mike Bircumshaw, 64-67, G&B7 HC DM 

         Howard Pommerening, 63-64,QG3 

USS Rock (SS274) ï Don Calver, 44-46 Q-HC D  

USS Sabalo (SS302) ï Ronald J. Foster, 57-59 Q-HC  
USS Salmon (SS573) ï Smokey OôConnor, 70-74 HC 

USS Sarda (AGSS488) ï Rocky Rockers, 61-61 HC DM 

USS Scamp (SSN588) ï Mike Bircumshaw, 61-62 Q-HC DM 

           George Petershagen, 71-76 DM 

USS Scorpion (SSN589) (Eternal Patrol) ï Ron Way, 60-63 HC 

USS Sculpin (SSN590) ï Mike Bircumshaw, 62-62 HC DM 

             Tim Churney, 68-72 Q 

             David Mitchell, 61-64 HC 

           Larry Peterman, 61-64 HC 

USS Sea Leopard (SS483) ï Jack Schneider, 61-62 HC 

USS Sea Owl (SS405) ï  Robert Christenson ï 59-61 Q-HC 

          Pete Gallagher, 68-69 Q 

          Bruce Melton, 68-69 Q 

            Rocky Rockers, 56-58 Q-HC DM 

USS Sea Poacher (SS406) ï John Greenville, 56-57 Q-HC 

USS Seawolf (SSN575) ï Jack Schneider, 75-77 HC 

USS Sennet (SS408) ï Larry Peterman, 59-60 Q-HC 

USS Skate (SSN578) ï David Mitchell, 58-60 Q-HC 

USS Spinax (SS489) ï Mike Maysey, 67-69 Q 

USS Stonewall Jackson (SSBN634) ï Dan Hinz, 66-67 QB3 

USS Tecumseh (SSBN628) ï Rocky Rockers, 62-65 CB2 HC DM 

USS Thomas Jefferson (SSBN618) ï George Shepard, 65-66 G1 

USS Threadfin (SS410) ï Mike Mintey, 70-72 

USS Tinosa (SS283) ï John P. Tyler, 41-45 Q-HC (Silver Star) 

USS Toro (SS422) ï Francis Maciel, 48-48 Q-HC 

USS Tautog (SSN639) ï Craig Adney, 73-74 

USS Trigger (SS564) ï Craig Adney, 72-73 

USS Tunney (SS282) ï Richard Pescatore, 66-67 

 

Peter Tierney ï A 

Dean Tyler - A 

 

Q = Qualificaton Boat 

C = Commissioning Crew/Plankowner 

D = Decommissioning Crew 

B = Blue Crew 

G = Gold Crew 

# following B or G  = Number of Patrols 

DM = Dual Member 

A = Associate Member 

HC = Holland Club 

 

Number of boats represented by designation ï Not including those on  

Eternal Patrol: 

AGSS -   3 

SS -        40 

SSBN - 18 

SSK -   1 

SSN - 14 

SSR -   1 

Number of boats served on: 74 

Number of Submarine Qualified Members Represented: 40  
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SLO SUB VETS ñ BOATS SERVED ON 

 

ON ETERNAL PATROL ð Shipmates Rest Your 

Oars, We Have the Watch   

 

 

Harold T. Tierney, RD3(SS) ñ 24 February 1944  

 USS Trout (SS202) ð WWII Eternal Patrol 2/24/44 Q  

 (Uncle of Associate Member Peter Tierney)  

 

Fred P. Tierney, EM1(SS) ñ 5 March 2003  

  USS COD (SS224) ð 49 -54 Q  

(Father of Associate Member Peter Tierney)  

 

Bill Bruckart, CAPT - 20 January 2008  

 USS Pampanito (SS383) 

 

Benjamin H. òBenó Graef , EM1(SS) ð HC ñ 21 January 2010  

 USS Blower (SS325) ð 46 -46 Q  

 USS Bugara (SS331) ð 47 -47  

 USS Sterlet (SS392) ð 47 -47  

 USS Sea Lion (SS315) ð 47 -48  

 USS Segundo (SS398) ð 48 -53  

 

Matthew P. Gallagher, Jr., TMC(SS) ð HC ñ 5 October 2010  

 USS Irex (SS482) ð 52 -54 Q  

 USS Growler (SSG577) ð 58 -61 C  
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Binnacle List  

 

Howard Pommerening  
Hank Wiley  
Art Winans  

 
 

Birthday Wishes  
 
        
 Don Calver   February 7  
 



 20 

1945  Donald R. Calver  

 USS Rock (SS - 274)  

1946  Benjamin H. Graef  

(Eternal Patrol)  

 SS Blower (SS - 325)  

1957  Daniel M. Mann  

USS Chopper (SS - 342)  

1957 Ronald J. Foster  

USS Sabalo (SS - 302)  

1948  Francis R. Maciel  

USS Toro (SS - 422)  

1957  Richard B. Hillery  

USS Rasher (SS - 269)  

1951  William W. Turkington  

USS Carbonero (SS - 337)  

1957  John F. Greenville  

USS Sea Poacher (SS - 406)  

1953  James P. OõConner 

USS Mingo (SS - 261)  

1954  Leonard Stefanelli  

USS Catfish (SS - 339)  

1956  Raymond J. Rockers  

USS Sea Owl (SS - 405)  

1944   Spencer Hunt Stimler  

 USS Pampanito (SS - 383)  

Holland Club members are USSVI/SLO SUBVET members who qualified in submarines at least 
50 years ago. They are the men who have set the example for young submariners to follow.  

1960  Arville òArtó Winans 

USS Baya (AGSS - 318)  

1957  John J. Engelbrecht  

USS Blackfin (SS - 322)  

1952 Matthew Gallagher, Jr.  

(Eternal Patrol)  

 USS IREX (SS - 482)  

1942   John P. Tyler  

USS Tinosa (SS - 283)  

Silver Star Recipiant  

1958  Ronald M. Way  

USS Gudgeon (SS - 567)  

1959 Larry Peterman  

USS Sennet (SS - 408)  

1960 Robert Christenson  

USS Sea Owl (SS - 405)  

1960 Jack Schneider  

USS Requin (SS - 481)  

1959 David H. Mitchell  

USS Skate (SSN - 578)  

1961 Roger Dick  

USS HardHead (SS - 365)  

1961 Bob Gregg  

USS Queenfish (SS - 393)  
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